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With the big push of soybean harvest now upon us, hopefully everyone is caught up on burndown spraying for next year.  There have been 
quite a few soybean fields in the area which have had pre-harvest applications put on them which puts us in a good position for planting 
wheat into clean fields for the best chance of success.  The good news is for those who are a bit behind there is still ample time to catch up 
and get ahead on spraying for 2021.  Mother nature has given us an exceptional fall to date with minimal interruption in harvest.  Fall is 
always the best time of year for perennial weed control as the weeds are translocating sugars to the root for overwintering.  This translocating 
process is a good “piggy back” for herbicides, glyphosate in particular.  Be sure to consider other tank mix partners for glyphosate for better 
weed control, and resistance management with a multiple modes of action strategy.  Glyphosates are in group 9 so look for products that 
are obviously not within that group.  2-4D Ester remains a viable option being a group 4 product and an economical add in.  Results will be 
strongest on broadleaf weeds like dandelion, sow thistle, plantain, and volunteer alfalfa or clover.  Be sure your using the Ester formulation 
which is water based and doesn’t antagonize the activity of the glyphosate.  Provided you can manage the risk of spraying dicamba in the 
fall, the new dicamba salt found in roundup extend or Engenia is an option as well.  It is particularly strong on broadleaf weeds as well in 
particular red clover for those cover crop burndown situations.  If you have missed the preharvest window on soybeans and need to do a 
pre-plant burndown for winter wheat then Eragon is still a good option in these circumstances particularly when mixed with glyphosate.  For 
no-tillers there is a 0 day wait time between application and planting, however for the tillage guys you still need to wait the minimum 72 hours 
and preferably up to 7 days before working the ground to allow sufficient time for the glyphosate to translocate.     
In summary there are lots of options out there for chemical control and still time to complete these applications.  If the weather continues to 
co-operate we may even have an opportunity spray corn stubble which is virtually unheard of in these parts.  Silage fields are great 
candidates in the short term but depending on weather, HM corn fields could be next.  Talk with your Holmes rep about the myriad of product 
options available and what might best suit your needs and timing 

Harvest is a week ahead for most in our area with beans steadily coming off and increased wheat acres going in. While we near the finish 
line for 2020 the 2021 crop planning begins! What is our regular routine? Crop rotation, tillage, fertility… and we encourage your pesticide 
rotation and weed spectrum for optimal timing of control. This last point is often last in discussion and yet at harvest we see sow thistle, 
lambs quarters, pigweed, fleabane, etc. go to seed and increase the weed seed bank of that farm. What happened? How did we get here? 
Is this going to be a problem next year? These are the types of questions that need to be discussed with your agronomist to outline a 
detailed pesticide plan that will fit best in your rotation and work to remove pesky weeds from the field. Fall is the perfect time to discuss 
while the opportunity may be right infront of us. Some of our most difficult perennial weeds are most vulnerable in the fall. Each year we 
seem to struggle in the spring to get ahead of weed pressure either by these perennials or difficult to control winter annuals that should be 
focused on in the fall whether as a post/pre harvest burndown or in crop for our established winter grain fields. The reality is in the spring 
we only have so many options with variable control expectations based on size and stage of these weeds. What are we saving in weed 
control in the fall? A very expensive and often disappointing fix in the spring that can ultimately affect a young crops yield potential. As 
crop planning for 2021 begins, focus the time and energy into weed control to set yourself up for success. As resistance and weeds that 
are tolerant to many herbicides continue to rise the days of single modes of action and spring applied in crop are behind us.   

Resistance management is becoming more prevalent in the agricultural industry. Looking more 
specifically at resistant weed species such as glyphosate resistant Canada fleabane and waterhemp we 
have to come up with new ways to combat these resistant weed issues. One way we will be able to 
battle resistant weed issues in a soybean crop is with Enlist E3 technology. Enlist E3 technology allows 
soybean herbicide programs to include 3 modes of action, glyphosate (round up), glofosinate (Liberty) 
and 2,4-D Choline. The other advantage to enlist technology is the reduced risk of volatilization with 
spraying. Enlist E3 is available in some soybean varieties now and will have a greater presence in the 
soybean market place over the next few years. 

 

 

Holmes Agro is looking to hire a professional applicator for our Stayner and Orangeville locations. The right candidates should have 
the following qualifications: positive attitude, continuous learner, dedicated team player, strong time management and organizational 
skills. Ideal candidate will have a DZ or AZ license, strong mechanical aptitude, confident with computer technology and operating 
equipment. For more details go to www.holmesagro.com. Please send resumes to archie@holmesagro.com  
 

Still Time For Fall Burndowns! 

Boots in the Field: Perennial Weed Chat 

Soybean Genetics 

Employment Opportunities 
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COVID-19 Update 
At Holmes Agro we continue to prioritize the health of our customers, employees, and their families.  We have included additional health 
and safety protocols at all our locations.  Frequent cleaning and sanitizing of high-use areas, as well as diligent hand-washing and social 
distancing practices have been implemented.  We continue to request that customers and other visitors do not enter any of our buildings, 
but use the order windows available at each location, where employees will use face coverings to serve you.  When possible, please call 
ahead so we can service you in a professional and safe manner, or visit our website for online ordering options. We will keep you updated 
on any changes as more information is released from our public health authorities. Your health is important to us.  Stay safe. 

With big yield comes a big responsibility to maintain our farms to perform equally as well or better in future seasons. Have you ever taken 
the time to calculate crop removal from your crop rotation, and compare it against your fertility program and yield goals? For quick 
reference a corn(160bu), soybean(45bu), wheat(80bu straw spread) rotation would remove 126Lb of phosphorus, 116Lb of potassium and 
24Lb of magnesium for our low Mg soil type folks. When we start to target very high yields like pushing for 200bu+ corn or 130bu wheat 
we need to focus more on ‘nutrient utilization’ which is the total requirements for that crop to grow. This is when background fertility comes 
into play and nutrient reserves on our stronger farms create more potential with the right growing season. To put this in perspective, 220bu 
corn requires 300 pounds of potassium to grow but grain removal is only 55 pounds, these nutrients have to come from what we have in 
storage and nutrient cycling in our crops.  
This fall has some opportunities to set up for targeting some great crops for the years to come and building fertility levels on farms. One 
being our increasing ability to create variable rate or prescription application maps from soil samples, yield data, imagery, topography and 
much more. This allows you to target areas that need to perform better or continue to push yields higher while maintaining the best return 
on your investment of what you are applying. Another opportunity is the value of potassium and phosphorus this fall are some of the best 
we have seen in recent years. With above average soybean yields coming off and what looks to be a very respectable corn crop in the 
fields, lets focus on keeping these trends for the years to come. 

Today there is so much data at our fingertips, it can be hard to keep track of everything or focus on what is important.  With farming it can 
be as simple as starting with a crop rotation.  This can work twofold, by recording what has been grown in the past as well as help make 
the decision for what crop is to be grown next season.  This will allow us to ensure that crops are being rotated, to help prevent disease 
and insect pressure building up as well as promote soil and thus crop health.  Along with starting with a crop rotation this will help with soil 
sampling; keeping samples up to date every 3-4 years will allow us to track soil fertility levels.  Are we keeping up to crop removal based 
on increased demand, or should a grower look at applying a soil build program?  Does a farm have a history of requiring lime, if so, are pH 
levels being maintained?  It is also important to keep track of what variety has been planted on each farm.  This will allow growers to 
assess variety performance and if it was the right selection based on soil type, planting date, soil fertility, etc. Keeping track of genetics is 
becoming more important as well.  It can include white mold or SCN tolerance in soybeans or insect resistant traits in corn.  The past few 
years have seen more herbicide tolerant traits come to market.  In addition to conventional and round-up ready soybeans, there are now 
Extend and Enlist genetics on the market.  What herbicide package being planted should be recorded to allow the proper herbicide to be 
used in-season to allow for proper weed control or to prevent crop damage.  Whether data is recorded in a book or electronically, it is a 
good idea to keep track and to plan accordingly.   
 

CleanFarms collections are still open, with Holmes Agro is accepting returns until October 15th, 2020. To keep ahead 
of the volume of recycling bags growers MUST call ahead when they have jugs/bags to return. As always, jugs must be 
triple rinsed, with lids and labels removed. If there is product remaining in empty jugs, the bag will be rejected as 
improperly cleaned jugs cannot be recycled. When on site, please call the office to be directed to the drop off area. 
Thanks for your participation!  

 

Grower Pesticide Safety Course 
Effective January 1, 2021 all farmers must successfully complete the Grower Pesticide Safety Course to be able to purchase Restricted or 
Commercial (Agricultural) pesticides, now Classes B or C in Ontario. Products such as glyphosate and rodenticides are now considered  
Class C products and will require a license to purchase. If you already have a license and need to recertify, Holmes Agro is hosting two  
rewrite and recertify sessions on March 25th in Orangeville. Please sign up at OPEP.ca. If you do not have a license and would like one  
you can sign up for an online course at OPEP.ca as well. 

Going Paperless conserves valuable resources and is more efficient than regular postal mail. Sign up for any of the following options 
available for Holmes Agro customers: 
• Invoices and Statements: Contact our office staff to set up your account for paperless billing: micheller@holmesagro.com  
• Payments: Setting up online or telephone banking is simple. Select Holmes Agro as the payee and use your 5-digit account number, 
which is listed next to your account name on invoices and statements. Holmes Agro bill payments are available at the following financial 
institutions: Bank of Montreal, CIBC, Meridian Credit Union, National Bank, RBC Royal Bank, Scotiabank and TD Canada Trust. 
Newsletters: Please email Nicole to sign up for electronic newsletters: nicole@holmesagro.com  
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